
Jonathan B. New
direct dial: 212.589.4650
jnew@bakerlaw.com

January 16, 2020

VIA ECF

Honorable Vernon S. Broderick
United States District Court
Southern District of New York
Thurgood Marshall United States Courthouse
40 Foley Square
New York, New York 10007

Re: United States v. Christopher Collins, et al., No. 18-cr-567 (VSB) (S.D.N.Y.)

Dear Judge Broderick:

We are counsel for Defendant Christopher Collins in this matter and write regarding the 
Court’s January 15, 2020 Order, ECF No. 157, in particular items 10, 22, and 24 of the Order, 
wherein the Court requested the following:

10) What time did Innate issue its press release on June 22, 2017?1

Please see Exhibit A.

22) On pages 36 and 37 of the defense submission, there are references to a letter 
submitted by former Innate CEO. In his letter, the former CEO states, among 
other things, that Christopher Collins wrote to him soon after his guilty plea. 

a) Please provide a copy of Collins’s correspondence referenced in the former 
Innate CEO’s letter.

b) Please provide copies of any correspondence about this case from Collins to 
individuals who have submitted letters in connection with sentencing. (See
Doc. 156.)

                                                
1 Please note the press release was issued at 12:53pm on June 23, 2017 in Australia, which equates to 10:53pm 
Eastern Standard Time on June 22, 2017.
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c) Please provide information concerning public requests by Collins or others 
acting on his behalf soliciting letters from former constituents or others.

Please see Exhibit B.

24) What is the legal or factual authority for the statement made on pages 43 to 44 of 
the defense submission that “The mere fact of a career-ending felony conviction 
generally deters bad conduct among first-time offenders, who largely comprise 
the class of insider-trading defendants. This is particularly true in the case of a 
convicted Congressman whose offense did not concern the misuse of his office.”

As Ellen S. Podgor observes, “[t]he corporate white collar offenders of today are 
typically individuals who have never been convicted of criminal conduct and are now facing 
incredibly long sentences as first offenders.” The Challenge of White Collar Sentencing, 97 J. 
CRIM. L. & CRIMINOLOGY 731, 732–33 (2007). This is consistent with the Sentencing 
Commission’s observation that in fiscal year 2017, 85.6% of Economic Crime Offenders in the 
Securities and Investments subcategory were criminal history Category I.2 See USSC, “What 
Does Federal Economic Crime Really Look Like” (2019) available at 
https://www.ussc.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/research-and-publications/research-
publications/2019/20190130_Econ-Crime.pdf. 

The conviction alone, and the related shame and stigma, is often substantial punishment 
that serves a deterrent effect. See, e.g., Gupta, Sentencing Tr. at 54:3-6, wherein Judge Rakoff 
observed “[a]s to specific deterrence, it seems obvious that, having suffered such a blow to his 
reputation, Mr. Gupta is unlikely to repeat his transgressions, and no further punishment is 
needed to achieve this result.” Accord United States v. Yeaman, 248 F.3d 223, 238 (3d Cir. 2001) 
(Nygaard, J., dissenting in part) (“it is widely recognized that the duration of incarceration 
provides little or no general deterrence for white collar crimes.”).

Yeaman cites for this proposition A. Mitchell Polinsky & Steven Shavell, On
the Disutility and Discounting of Imprisonment and the Theory of Deterrence, 28 J. LEGAL
STUD. 1, 12 (Jan.1999), wherein the authors conclude that for individuals committing white 
collar crimes, the probability of being apprehended and incarcerated is a powerful deterrent in of 
itself, because the “disutility of being in prison at all may be substantial and the stigma and loss 
of earning power may depend relatively little on the length of imprisonment.” (emphasis added). 
Peter J. Henning reaches a similar conclusion, in considering the case of Ty Warner, the 
billionaire owner of Ty, Inc.:

[C]onsider the case of another defendant, Ty Warner, the billionaire owner of Ty, 
Inc.-the company that makes ”Beanie Babies” . . .  In 2013, Warner pleaded guilty 

                                                
2 Technically, these offenders could have a single history point or ancient convictions, but there is nothing to 
indicate any frequency of this.
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to hiding a Swiss bank account for a number of years that, at its peak, held about 
$100 million, evading about $5.5 million in taxes on its earnings. He paid the back 
taxes, plus a penalty, in a civil settlement with the Internal Revenue Service. 
Rejecting the government's recommendation that the court impose a prison 
sentence of at least some modest length for the tax violation, Judge Charles Kocoras 
instead opted for only probation. During the sentencing hearing, the judge said that 
he was persuaded by a number of letters submitted on the defendant’s behalf in 
finding that “Mr. Warner's private acts of kindness, generosity and benevolence are 
overwhelming. Never have I had a defendant in any case-white-collar crime or 
otherwise-demonstrate the level of humanity and concern for the welfare of others 
as has Mr. Warner.” Judge Kocoras discounted the deterrent effect a prison 
sentence might have on others, noting that Warner's case was “highly-publicized” 
and “the public humiliation and reproachment Mr. Warner has experienced is 
manifest. Only he knows the private torment he has suffered by the public 
condemnation directed at him.” In imposing a two-year term of probation and 500 
hours of community service, along with a $100,000 fine, Judge Kocoras said, “One 
of the considerations for me is whether society would be better off with Mr. Warner 
in jail or whether it would be best served by utilizing his talents and beneficience 
[sic] to help make this a better world.”

Peter J. Henning in Is Deterrence Relevant in Sentencing White-Collar Criminals?  61 WAYNE 

L. REV. 27, 29–30 (2015) (emphasis added). See also Dan M. Kahan & Eric Posner, Shaming 
White-Collar Criminals: A Proposal for Reform of the Federal Sentencing Guidelines J. OF LAW 

& ECON Vol. 42 No. S1 (Apr. 1999) p. 365–392

We will, of course, be prepared to discuss these matters in detail at the sentencing 
tomorrow, Friday, January 17. In advance of the hearing we respectfully submit the enclosed 
documentary materials related to the above-categories. We hope the enclosures are helpful in the 
Court’s consideration of the issues.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/  Jonathan B. New
Jonathan B. New
Jonathan R. Barr
Kendall E. Wangsgard
BakerHostetler LLP
212.589.4650

Counsel for Christopher Collins
Enclosures
cc: All Parties (via ECF)
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• ASX 

MARKET RELEASE 
23 June 2017 

Innate lmmunotherapeutics Limited 

TRADING HALT 

The securities of Innate lmmunotherapeutics Limited (the "Company") will be placed in Trading Halt Session 
State at the request of the Company, pending the release of an announcement by the Company. Unless ASX 
decides otherwise, the securities will remain in Trading Halt Session State until the earlier of the 
commencement of norma l t rading on Tuesday, 27 June 2017 or when the announcement is released to the 
market. 

Security Code: Ill 

George Tharian 

ADVISER, LISTINGS COMPLIANCE (SYDNEY) 
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Innate 
lmmunatherapeutics 

23 June 2017 

Mr. George Tharian 
Adviser, Listings Compliance (Sydney) 
Australian Securities Exchange 

George.Tharian@asx.com.au 
& 
tradinghaltssydney@asx.com.au 

REQUEST FOR TRADING HALT 

ABN 16 165 160 841 

Innate lmmunotherapeutics Limited (ASX Code : Ill) requests a Trading Halt in the securities of Ill 
effective immediately this Friday 23 June 2017. 

For the purposes of Listing Rule 17.1, Ill provides the following information: 

a) 

b) 

The Trading Halt is necessary as the Company has received results from its Phase 2B trial of 
M IS416 in patients with secondary progressive multiple sclerosis (SPMS). 

The Company requests its securities remain in a trading halt for two days to resume trading on 
Tuesday 27 June 2017. 

c) The event which the Company expects will end the trading halt will be the lodgement of an 
announcement regarding the results of the trial. 

d) The Company is not aware of any reason why the trading halt should not be granted . 

Yours sincerely, 

.;;/A~~fj-
Company Secretary 

Suite 401, 35 Lime Street, Sydney 2000, Australia 
AU Phone: +61 2 8003 3650 NZ Phone: +64 9 525 0532 

Email info@innateimmuno.com 
www.innateimmuno.com 
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About Innate lmmunotherapeutfcs 
Innate lmmunotherapeutics Limited is an Australian biotechnology company with an exciting technology that targets the 
human innate immune system. The innate immune system is the body's first line of defence against external disease 
causing pathogens such as bacteria and viruses, and internally caused diseases such as cancer. Disorders of the immune 
system can also cause or contribute to diseases such as multiple sclerosis. While the innate immune system is responsible 
for mounting the body's initial defence against threats, it also plays a critical role in controlling the overall immune 
response and many for the body's tissue protective and reparatlve functions. 

SPMS - The Significant Unmet Medical Need 
Multiple sclerosis is a chronic disabling condition where the body's immune system attacks the myelin sheath surrounding 
nerve fibres. The damaged myelin forms scar tissue which distorts or interrupts nerve impulses, disrupting the ability of 
parts of the nervous system to communicate properly. This can result in a wide range of symptoms, including loss of 
balance, muscle coordination, difficulty walking, slurred speech, tremors, stiffness, cognitive impairment, depression, 
fatigue and bladder problems. 

Within 15 years of being diagnosed with the early 'relapsing-remitting' stage of MS, and despite the 12 drugs approved to 
treat this early stage of disease, about 60% of sufferers go on to develop a more advanced progressive form of disease -
SPMS. After 20 years the number of SPMS sufferers increases to about 75%. There are currently no approved drugs for 
the effective ongoing treatment of SPMS. The Company's clinical development of M IS416 seeks to address this important 
unmet medical need and significant commercial opportunity. 

About MIS416 
The microparticle, MIS416, is a biologically derived novel immune modulator which can uniquely target both the regulatory 
and defensive functions of the innate immune system. MIS416 targets myeloid cells, a sub-set of innate immune cells not 
currently targeted by any other drugs in development for the treatment of SPMS. 

Myeloid cells can play an important role inside the brain of a patient wit h SPMS by down regulating inflammation, helping 
clear myelin debris, and upregulating t issue repair processes. 
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Simon Wilkinson

From: C C Collins 
Sent: Tuesday, 8 October 2019 05:38
To: Simon Wilkinson
Subject: Issues
Attachments: Sentencing Letters (10 4 19).pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Simon,  I'm certainly in a terrible spot as a result of my stupid, tragic, rash, inexcusable decision to call Cameron that 
fateful night.  No excuse, but I was racked with emotion and certainly not thinking straight.  I know I was devastated 
that all our potential to treat SPMS was gone and the compassionate patients would no longer be able to access the 
drug.  And now that rash decision has devastated my family and put Cameron in serious jeopardy.  Pleading was the 
right decision, especially for Cameron who is my primary focus. 

I am asking a lot of you, but if you would be willing to write a letter to the Judge explaining my support for the 
Company over many years, that could help at sentencing.  I've always been proud of my service to my community as 
Erie County Executive and to the nation as a Member of Congress,  I always worked hard and did my best to serve 
my constituents.  

The attached document gives details on the letter if you are willing to write one.  I know I let down a lot of people, and. 
apologize profusely for that.  

I hope Amplia is doing well.  On a side note I've transferred my 3+ million shares to Mary as of October 1, 2019.  Her 
stock is held at Fidelity Investments,  I think we only own 6% of Amplia with the new stock that was issued, so we are 
under 10% which may mean we are no longer considered a significant shareholder.   Is there anything we need to do 
relative to that transfer? 

Thanks again for our years of friendship.  I think of you often as I continue to follow Amplia.   

All the best to you, Robert and Andrew as you continue to work on life saving drug development,    Chris 
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From: C C Collins 
Sent: Saturday, Oc o er , 
Subject: Letters to the Judge 

Subject: Letters to the Judge 

I want to thank you for your continued support during this difficult time. It has been a mortifying experience on me and the 
entire family. I feel like I've let everyone down, but our decision to plead guilty is the right decision for Cameron and the 
family. I know I always did my best to serve the community and the nation. And I am proud of our many 
accomplishments in Erie County and in Congress, You were a critical part of our success and I know the congressional 
office will continue to provide exceptional service to our constituents in my absence. We will get through this. 

It is important for us to get letters of support from those who know me best and can attest to my character and years of 
service and accomplishments. I'm asking you to help in this endeavor. I've attached a letter from my attorneys explaining 
what I need and who to address the letter to. The letters should be sent to my attorney as outlined in the instructions. 

I'm now a FL resident and will be in FL for a while as the press settles down and moves on. 

And feel free to pass this on to anyone you think could be helpful. 

All the best, Chris 

1 
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with a scanned copy via email if possible to- 

BakerHostetler 
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1/9/2020 Chris Collins is pleading for leniency. His critics have other ideas – The Buffalo News

https://buffalonews.com/2019/10/07/chris-collins-now-a-florida-resident-asks-friends-for-help-on-sentence/ 1/7

THE BUFFALO NEWS 
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